HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH
goal ceases to be one, when it is reached. The nearest ap-
proach is always possible. What I have said holds good
irrespective of whether others do it or not. It is open to
every individual to purify himself or herself i so as to render
him or her fit for that land of promise. I remember to
have read, I forget whether in the Delhi Fort or the Agra
Fort, when I visited them in 1896, a verse on one of the
gates, which when translated reads: If there is paradise
on earth, it is here, it is here, it is here.* That Fort with
all its magnificence at its best, was no paradise in my estima-
tion. But I should love to see that verse with justice ins-
cribed on the gates of Pakistan at all the entrances. In
such paradise, whether it is in the Union or in Pakistan,
there will be neither paupers nor beggars, nor high nor
low, neither millionaire employers nor half-starved em-
ployees, nor intoxicating drinks or drugs. * There will be
the same respect for women as vouchsafed to men and the
chastity and purity of men and women will be jealously
guarded. Where every woman except one's wife, will be
treated by men of all religions, as mother, sister or daughter
according to her age. Where there will be no untouch-
ability and where there will be equal respect for all faiths.
They will be all proudly, joyously and voluntarily bread
labourers. I hope everyone who listens to me or reads these
lines will forgive me, if stretched on my bed and basking in
the sun, inhaling life-giving sunshine, I allow myself to
indulge in this ecstasy. Let this assure the doubters and
sceptics tfiat I have not the slightest desire that the fast
should be ended as quickly as possible. It matters little if
the ecstatic wishes of a fool like me are never realized and
the fast is never broken. I am content to wait as long as
it may be necessary, bait it will hurt me to think that people
have acted merely in order to save me. I claim that God
has inspired this fast and it will be broken only when and if
He wishes it. No human agency has ever been known to
thwart, nor will it ever thwart, the Divine Will
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